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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, NU 

SUBJECT: ENCOURAGING FREE ELECTIONS IN NICARAGUA AND OTHER 
HUMAN RIGHTS CONCERNS 

REE: MANAGUA 2327 

1 . THE DEPARTMENT AGREES THAT FREE MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS IN 
1978 IN NICARAGUA IN PREPARATION FOR PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS 
IN 1981 WOULD BE HIGHLY BENEFICIAL TO MAINTAINING AND 
IMPROVING A COOPERATIVE RELATIONSHIP WITH GON. FREE 
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ELECTIONS IN 1978 ARE TIED TO DEPARTMENT'S DESIRE THAT GON 
LIFT THE PRESENT STATE OE SIEGE AND CENSORSHIP AS POSITIVE 
SIGNS OE HUMAN RIGHTS IMPROVEMENT IN THAT COUNTRY. 

2. THE DEPARTMENT CONCURS THAT THE ABOVE POINTS SHOULD 
BE AMONG THOSE CONVEYED TO SOMOZA DURING AMBASSADOR'S 
FAREWELL VISIT. HOWEVER, AT LEAST AS MUCH EMPHASIS SHOULD 
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BE PLACED ON BENEEIT TO OUR RELATIONS AND TO IMPACT ON 
CONGRESS AND AMERICAN PUBLIC OE ANY EVIDENCE THAT GUARDIA 
NACIONAL HAS SUBSTANTIALLY MODERATED ITS CONDUCT AND IS 
NOW GIVING MUCH GREATER RESPECT TO HUMAN RIGHTS. 

3. EVEN THOUGH GON IS PRESENTLY UPSET AT LAST WEEK'S VOTE 

BY THE SUB-COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN OPERATIONS OE THE HOUSE 
APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE IN WHICH IT DELETED ALL MILITARY 
ASSISTANCE TO NICARAGUA EOR E.Y. 78, EROM THE SECURITY 
ASSISTANCE APPROPRIATION BILL, AMBASSADOR SHOULD NEVER- 
THELESS PURSUE OUR HUMAN RIGHTS CONCERN IN THAT COUNTRY 
WITH SOMOZA. GON STILL HAS SOME RESERVOIR OE GOOD 
WILL IN CONGRESS, AS EVIDENCED BY THE FACT THAT ECONOMIC 
ASSISTANCE EOR NICARAGUA WAS NOT CUT FROM APPROPRIATIONS 
BILL BY LONG SUBCOMMITTEE THIS WEEK AS HAD BEEN 
THREATENED AND THAT SECURITY ASSISTANCE REMAINS IN 
THE AUTHORIZATION BILL. GON'S REEUSAL TO SHOW SOME POSI- 
TIVE SIGNS IN THE HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION IN NICARAGUA, 
HOWEVER, WILL CONTINUE TO JEOPARDIZE OUR CAPABILITY TO 
ESTABLISH A WORKING RELATIONSHIP WITH CONGRESS ON NICARA- 
GUA AND WILL MAKE IT INCREASINGLY DIFEICULT TO CONVINCE 
CONGRESS THAT THE DEPARTMENT'S FLEXIBLE POSITION ON 
MILITARY ASSISTANCE (BRAY'S STATEMENT) IS THE MOST 
EEEECTIVE APPROACH TO THE SITUATION. 

4. AMBASSADOR IS, THEREEORE, REQUESTED TO AGAIN PRESENT 
THOSE POINTS TO SOMOZA DURING AMBASSADOR'S PINAL INTER- 
VIEW WITH THE PRESIDENT. VANCE 

SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 03 STATE I2I955 


SECRET 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: HUMAN RIGHTS, POLITICAL FREEDOM, LOCAL ELECTIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 26-May-1977 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Date: 22 May 2009 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977STATE121955 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: GGUERRA:CLD 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7701 88-1 054 

Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1 977051 3/aaaaalbd. tel 

Line Count: 97 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 60593289-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ORIGIN SS 

Original Classification: SECRET 

Original Handling Restrictions: EXDIS, STADIS 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 

Previous Classification: SECRET 

Previous Handling Restrictions: EXDIS, STADIS 

Reference: 77 MANAGUA 2327 

Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 02-Feb-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2352136 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: ENCOURAGING FREE ELECTIONS IN NICARAGUA AND OTHER HUMAN RIGHTS CONCERNS 
TAGS: PFOR, PINS, NU 
To: MANAGUA 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/60593289-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassifled/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassifled/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



